INTERNATIONAL ROMANI

UNION
Office of the President of IRU
Normunds Rudevics

To the Prime Minister's Office
South Block, Raisina Hill
New Delhi - 110011

RESOLUTION

About relations between the Republic of India and Romani people (represented by the
International Romani Union)

Dear Prime Minister!

We, the elected representatives of International Romani Union and delegates of Roma
International Confrence (November 28 to December 2nd, organized to commemorating the
millennium of migration of Romani people from Northern India), are signing this resolution

on the grounds of our best intentions to rebuild the relationships between the Republic of
India and Romani people in the world.

It is broadly accepted that early Romani groups originated from the North-Western
part of India, whence they migrated westwards to Persia, intermarrying and intermixing,
thereby constituting a group of people known as ‘Dom’, (later became ‘Rom’”) before moving
further towards West in the expanding Ottoman and Byzantine Empires, and subsequently
they entered into Europe in the 15th century.

It was suggested by scholars around 250 years ago that Romani people were most
likely of Indian origin, primarily because of linguistic evidence which depicts the resemblance
between its vocabulary and some of the Indian languages. The findings of cultural
anthropology as well as ethnological study of Roma community validate Indian roots of
Roma. They are genetically closer to Indians than to Europeans. The analysis of genetic data
provides strong population genetic support for the linguistic based identification of the
ancestral Roma with the presumed aboriginal Doma of northwestern India and the Gangetic
plain.

We, Romani people, have been forced to leave the territory of India thousand years
ago. Although we are not claiming any rights to territory of the sovereign Republic of India,
we come with open hearts and minds to you to create an open platform of discussion about
two potential instruments to build a bridge of trust and friendship between the Republic of
India and Romani community of about 20 million in Europe alone.

Dear Prime Minister, we, the representatives of International Romani Union and the
\ delegates of the Conference, are suggesting the following:




L. To ofﬁcia!ly recognize the fact that Roma people are originated from the territory of the
Northern India and were forced to leave this territory thousand years ago.

2. To recognize the fact that national (not citizenship) identification documents of Roma,

issued by the International Romani Union as valid and trusted proof of the identification of
Roma nationality.

2. To recognize the legitimacy of the registers of national identification document, held and
maintained by the International Romani Union.

3. To form a working group within the government of the Republic of India to initiate the
procedure for Roma people who hold the identification document, issued by the International

Romani Union, to obtain the permanent residence permit of the Republic of India in an
accelerated procedure.

4. To formally support the effort of International Romani Union to establish the headquarters
of Roma National Bank in New Delhi.

We believe that by acknowleging the fact that Roma people are originated from the
territory of the Northern India, recognition of their efforts to prove their nationality with an
official document as well as to build a sustainable financial system that will serve their
interests now and in the future, will help to build a bridge of friendship and co-opearation! We
believe that more than 20 million Roma people can be useful to represent the interests of India
in the world (and Europe) by opening new economic opportunities.

We invite you to talks and discussions of your chosen time and format, and we're
looking forward to your official or un-official position on the topics described and mentioned

above.
With the warm greetings! W S
Regards,

The President of International Romani Union
Dr. Normunds Rudevics




A Mala DY KA @f(@d@

. Ne dZ welin NEZR. (T’_FQU-@

2 Horcel GWURTHOADS (@r“m-ﬂmcc)
tr. Nicolas DINTNTZ X2y TS (SOnin)

5. SL‘\J\'A AGOEA D CERNAMDEZZ Cgf"""ﬁ
6- D2ewarl ( BRAHIHNSIK, (w aw@ﬁ

7. Mariaua SFSAVENSLUAVA Cladss)
9 Ana Dakite GSNEL (Colowlpsn)

9. Sowen STYARACZ ( Polacd)

1. Diavae W RLLOV A C&W

1 Megn FAHILATE (Gerli)

2 Towyo PETROVSIM ( Mrthon))
&%%rm M kATl (ge,(,,;“)

(¢.0c\han GAIZUE <M4MM9

(s Avna DA PoVs VA (Craa.‘g:f‘t)

16 Corwan, FURY C Rowans)

1+ Fosid CASPAR ( [ouanms)

1. plegomdnn ZAMFIR (Rowmandis)
9 [ cdharsd RUDEYLCS ((Latvia
9o “ZAsko wi FOVANO UL ( Gevbia




